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It doesn't matter how much of the scripture you have memorized, it's how much of the 

scripture you have digested in your spirit. 

1 Kings 17 
8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 10 So he arose and went 
to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of 
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 11 And 
as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine 
hand. 12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, 
that we may eat it, and die. 

Now this is in the middle of a famine, it hasn't rained in three years, it's an incredible drought, no water 
and all she's got left from her stores is a little bit enough to make a meal for her son and herself and that's 
it, they don't have anything else to eat. 

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, 
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The 
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain 
upon the earth. 15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. 16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the 
word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 

How rude can you get right, now God has already told him ‘I've commanded a widow to provide for you’ in 
verse 9, and he comes to her and this is the way God's gonna provide for her: by giving him the first cake 
from the last meal that she has.  

I find that when we are exhausted, when we have nothing left to give, when we have absolutely the last 
bottom of the jar, that's when God will ask us for a piece. when you're just about to fall asleep, that's when 
the counselling call will come in, then God sends the people. when you have no more money, then the bills 
come in. This is the test of the Lord.  

This is an Old Testament test. God says ‘I have commanded a widow to take care of you, to provide for 
you.’ The widow isn't gonna provide for him, he goes there and she's got one bit of flour left, and he says 
‘Alright you can provide for me out of a supernatural bowl of flour and a supernatural jar of oil but it only 
has one serving left. First you must deny yourself and give it to me, then every day will be a day of faith, 
you'll only have enough left for that day.’  

But he says to her in verse 14 that the bowl of flour shall not be exhausted nor shall the jar of oil be empty 
until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth. 

There's a lot of New Testament scripture on this that we're going to go through. The amazing thing for us 
in the scriptures is that the only way for us to have anything is to give everything away.  
The only way to be exhausted is to humble yourself.  
The only way to increase is to decrease.  
The only ways to receive love is to give love.  
The only way to grow is to get smaller. 
The only way to be taken care of is to take care of somebody else. 
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It's the rule of the Kingdom. Somebody once said that hell was a place where there was food, there's a big 
table and all the people, there was a feast in front of them but their arms had no joint at their elbow, they 
could carve the turkey and everything but they couldn't get it to their mouth. And he said Heaven was the 
exact same scene with people whose arms couldn't bend either but they were feeding each other. The 
same situation but they're saying ‘You feed me, I'll feed you’. The only difference between those two things 
is selfishness and giving, sharing.  

You can have hell in a situation by having two people who are afraid to love and give to each other, by 
having people who are afraid to give themselves up and that's hell, that's selfishness, that's hurt, that's 
anguish. Here are two people who have nothing to eat, all the widow has, is just one last meal. Elijah says 
‘The only way you'll be provided for is, if you give me a meal from that last meal first’ and that's the rule of 
the Kingdom.  

Matthew 10  
37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. 39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 40 He that 
receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 

Back to the widow. ‘Do you want to be saved? Give away the last bit of your substance’. Now how this 
reads into our life is that we need to be continually laying our lives down for each other, continually 
thinking about how we can make the other person in our life better. And if we're always worried about 
what's in it for me and why, whether it be the schedule of the job, ‘Why is it that I'm always making the 
salad, why do they have me cutting the onions all the time’. Well that might be the nastiest job in the 
kitchen but be grateful that you're able to do it and somebody else doesn't have to do it, you're benefiting 
somebody else.  

Some Christians are not getting as much honor as Billy Graham or not getting as much honor as somebody 
in the spotlight or an elder or a group leader or whatever it might be. They're the hand that's always 
getting shaken and getting patted on the back and they're the people they're always getting written about 
and talked about, and you're just not noticed at all.  

But if you remain intimate with God as part of the body then God will honor you openly at the proper time 
and  
it has to do with this losing your life,  
it has to do with this the only way to find your life is to lose it.  

Nobody needs to be humbled more than those that are in the public eye, nobody needs to be at the foot of 
the cross more than those who are being given honor or being given esteem and being given attention, 
those are the people that need to be the humblest because if they're not, they're doom to fall and 
everybody that's depending on them is doomed to fall with them.  

Matthew 13  
44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he 
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Now what is it that you seek from the Christian life really? I mean a lot of people that are Christians were 
losers, in fact most Christians today we're losers in the world, and they traded in ‘a losing life’ for what 
they hoped would to be ‘a winning life’. That's not salvation. That might be something that will spark you 
to get saved, it might be something that will put a desire in your heart to meet the Lord, but that is I think 
the bulk of the testimonies you hear. ‘I had nothing, I was down and out, I was this in that…’ and my 
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testimony is very much like that too and that's really not serving the Lord, that might be meeting the Lord, 
but it's not serving the Lord. ‘I didn't have any happiness, I was unfulfilled and I met Jesus and since then 
things have been wonderful’. That's the attraction between a man and a woman, that is not a marriage. ‘I 
was lonely and I met her and my life has changed and you know she has just thrilled my heart’. That is not a 
marriage, that's attraction, that's the spark that might bring two people together, that is not commitment, 
that is not relationship. 

People today are so emotional minded, people today they need to be fulfilled, they need to have all their 
goodies and it's just not like that in man-woman relationship and it's not like that between Christ and the 
Church. You can be attracted to Jesus ‘I have nothing now I can have everything’ all right that's valid. Then 
He's gonna say ‘All right you really want everything? give up everything’.  

A man found a treasure hidden in the field, he sold all that he had so he could get it, he gave up everything 
to have it.  

Well it's easy to give up your wrongs but…have you given up your rights? Giving up your wrongs is easy, 
those things are telling you anyway, you didn't do God any favours by giving up things that are sending you 
to hell. God is impressed when you give up the things you love. It was one thing for Abraham to send 
Ishmael away, it was another thing for him to put Isaac on the altar. He had to give up his wrong by getting 
rid of Ishmael, then he had to give up his right by getting rid of Isaac. Put him on the altar, offering him as a 
burnt offering, there couldn't be anything more distasteful to a father to do, nothing could be worse.  

Giving up the things that are killing you is a favour to yourself. Nobody ever did God a favour by getting 
saved, nobody. It’s when you are saved and your beautiful Isaacs that God has given you, your talents, your 
riches, your future, your images of what you should have as a human being, your rights, ‘What I could be’… 
Your rights is what God is interested in, your wrongs you can get rid of those yourself if you're smart 
enough. There's people in the world that do self-hypnosis in the Eastern stuff, they gave up drugs and 
fornication, those things that were killing them. You can give those things up without the Lord. You can't 
give up yourself without the Lord, you can't, it's impossible, because all you do is benefit yourself unless 
you give yourself up for the Lord. 

The man found a treasure and he gave up and he got rid of everything he had to possess this treasure.  

What is it? What's the treasure? Jesus is the treasure. ‘I am the resurrection and the life..’ John 11:25 ‘I am 
the way I am the truth I am the life..’ John 14:6. He is the bridegroom. You can't have Him if you have any 
of yourself. You can have part of Him, you can be on your way, you can be growing, you can be going step 
by step on the Christian instalment plan, but you'll always be making payments until you have that 
experience and you're on your face. And the best thing to get you there is to give up the things you love 
the most, your dreams, your ideals, your things that you’ve always wanted out of life. so throw them away.  

I always wanted to live in Colorado, and I wanted to have a ranch up in Colorado with a recording studio 
and a jet so that I could go up there and do all my records and I could fly to L.A. or fly off and do my 
concerts and come back, that would be a little paradise away from everything else, just my family and my 
friend and this was in before Christ days. When I became a Christian all I had to do was to get rid of the 
drugs in the parties, put the Bible studies in, and I could still have the ranch Colorado and the recording 
and everybody would say how God had blessed me. I mean it would be totally acceptable in the body. 

That's the crazy thing, today we have a Christianity where you can have anything you want and just put 
Christian labels on it. That's not Christianity. You can say ‘I have a burden for this and I feel led to do this 
and whatever’ and you can Christianize your selfishness, you can put a stamp of a dove and a fish on it. 
And God is not impressed with your dove and your fish. He's impressed with nothing more than the heart, 
a heart after Him.  

One that finds the pearl and sells everything he has to buy it.  
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That is self-denial. That is everything. It doesn't say he sold most of what he had. People, when they think 
God wants everything, they stop short, they think ‘He wants my money’, they think ‘Well He wants this and 
that’, but He wants everything. Everything has to be under the Blood, everything has got to be committed. 
You can't think of just money, you can't think of what I could be doing, you can't think of who you could be 
or what you hope to be or any other thing. 

Luke 12 
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for 
their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I 
say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them. 

Now this might just be a parable, it also might be literal, at the wedding feast Jesus might come up and say 
‘What would you like?’. That's incredible, the King, the Master will gird Himself to serve. 

Luke 17 
7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come 
from the field, Go and sit down to meat? 8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may 
sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not. 10 So likewise 
ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: 
we have done that which was our duty to do. 

Now that is the attitude when you serve God. I'm just doing what I'm supposed to do.  
Remember Paul said: 

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel! 18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make 
the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. (1 Corinthians 9) 

Whoever you are in the ministry, whatever you do, if that's where God has you, you don't get a reward for 
doing those things. I don't get a reward for playing the piano and singing. Woe is me if I don't. It's not that 
that gets us a reward, it's serving God in everything we do with a proper heart. It isn't the deeds. God isn't 
impressed with my songs, He's got better music in Heaven. God isn't impressed with any of us in what we 
do, He's impressed with how we do it. He isn't impressed that this guy's out tending sheep. He isn't 
impressed that he comes in and cooks him a meal. He's impressed that the guy says ‘I'm doing all I'm 
supposed to do, this is wonderful. I'm just an unworthy slave.’ That's the best slave there is.  

And yet to tie it into Luke 12 it says ‘He is gonna serve us’. 

Matthew 20  
28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.  

John 13 
3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and 
went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 
5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded. 
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↑ 

By comparison to God’s love 

Jesus was dressed as a slave, He took off His clothes and put a towel on, the way a foot slave would be 
girded. And then used the towel that was around Him start wiping their feet with. Not only did He say He's 
going to serve but He showed His disciples He was gonna serve the night before He dies.  

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered 
and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, 
Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon 
Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

Our attitude must be when we do what we’re commanded, we are to say ‘We are only slaves doing what 
we're supposed to be doing’. We don't deserve to live with what we have done against God, with the lives 
we have lived for selfishness, we do not deserve another breath, we deserve only hell. It's only God's grace 
that were saved, we did not do anything to get saved. God saw that we were lost in our sins and He made 
provision for us and then He offered us a way out and we said ‘Come and get me’ and He saved us. We 
didn't save ourselves, He saved us. And we've got to remember that we are on borrowed time.  

Christians are already to be living martyrs,  
they're already to be dead,  
you’re already crucified with Christ,  
you've already been destroyed,  
there shouldn't be anything left in me or you. 

It’s all got to be ‘building up Jesus’ there shouldn't be anything left in John the Baptist of trying to build up 
John the Baptist, he says “He must increase, but I must decrease.” John 3:30  There shouldn't be any 
looking to what we can gain from being in ministry or what we can gain from being in this department or 
being the head of business or the tail of that. It's got to be: We're trying to build up Christ, we're trying to 
expand His Kingdom, we are serving Him. 

I don't care if it's washing toilets. I want to be the best toilet washer in the universe. I want to clean the 
parts of the toilet no one will ever see but God sees. When we’re giving a job to do, He's the one we are to 
impress and we are not to try to impress anyone but Him. And if you can impress God who else do you 
have to impress? And He like any loving father wants you to impress Him. Not by impressing others but just 
by just impressing Him. 

John 12  
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

Matthew 10 

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not 
worthy of me. 39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 

Luke 14 
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 
come after me, cannot be my disciple. 

You know I went through a time when the newsletter was important to me, there was a time when 
opening the mail was important to me. I have had my heart and my treasure in so many things in my life.  
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I think the hardest thing to give up my treasure right now are my kids. First it was music, and then it was 
fellowship and Bible study, anything but God is wrong. And then it was ministry and concerts, and then it 
was the community in the administration and so on now. The Hand is gonna come out of the sky and 
slapping you and He slaps you lovingly, like you would if your kid had a scorpion in his hand.  

In the Christian walk there's a time when God doesn't explain because it doesn't make a lot of sense. It 
doesn’t make sense to give up something you love. It’s easy to give up something we hate. I doesn’t make 
sense to give up something that is benefiting you. Except it's competing with God. God is more jealous 
than you know, because He's jealous for our good and the best thing for us is to have God one and only. 
And that's the thing, He's not jealous in a selfish way. He's jealous with us the way a godly husband is 
jealous over his wife. Or a father is jealous over his children that he doesn't want anybody hurting his 
children or deceiving his children or misleading his children. 

So he's jealous for their good and God knows the best thing for us is to love Him with everything that is in 
us. Therefore whenever we start loving something else, He's jealous for us because it's harming us. If it is 
not for our benefit and when He doesn't get the Glory, it destroys us. We think it feels good for a while 
when we get the glory, but it kills us.  

Luke 21  
21 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. 2 And he saw also a certain 
poor widow casting in thither two mites. 3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they all: 4 For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she 
of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. 

Now that’s self-denial, they didn't deny anything. It matters to God that I gave something away that was 
really giving.  When the person works so the other one can eat. Real giving is painful. The widow had a 
right heart after God.  

1 Peter 4 
4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his 
time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

Self-denial is suffering in the flesh. 
Self-denial is putting away the appetites of self. 
It's saying: God is more important, you are more important, others are more important, spiritual things are 
more important.   

There's nothing wrong with eating and there's nothing wrong with joking and there's nothing wrong with 
playing games and recreation, but those are some of the things that are fun, that are also beneficial for us 
to give up, in part at least, and sometimes like when we fast in totality, for the sake of arming ourselves 
with the purpose of suffering in the flesh because he that suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin. I'm 
not talking about you know, becoming a sage with a long robe on and living in a cave and so that then you 
become spiritual. I'm talking about putting aside your own selfish and physical lust and desires, and it 
makes it conducive (bevorderlijk) for prayer and it makes it conducive for fellowship, because you're a lot 
easier to live with when you're not hard to please. And somebody who's willing to suffer in the flesh is very 
easy to please and they’re very hard to wrong.  

Revelation 12  
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
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This is the end of the world. The blood of the Lamb that's the death of Christ. The word of their testimony 
that means the explanation of praise to God and telling of the deeds of God which help them overcome 
and build up their faith and their hatred of their own life. Their inconsiderateness of themselves. You know 
the great saints we read books and biographies about, hardly ever considered themselves personally. 

Jeremiah 35: The test of self-denial 
 
This is an incredible story of God testing the self-denial of a group of people. God testing, not the devil. I 
love the parts of the Bible that don't fit in with our concept of God, those are my favorite parts of the Bible, 
because I love having my concept of God expanded, twisted, stretched. God's much bigger than I can put 
them in a box. I love the parts of the Bible when God does things, says things, reacts to things, in ways that 
are inconsistent (onsamenhangend) with our 1981 Church western United States concept of God. Anything 
like that in the Bible alerts my attention, flags my view, because it shows me that God is bigger than we 
have allowed Him to become.  

35 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, saying, 2 Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house 
of the LORD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. 

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and 
the whole house of the Rechabites; 4 And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the 
sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was 
above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door: 5 And I set before the sons of 
the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine. 

 6 But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye 
shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: 7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant 
vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land 
where ye be strangers. 8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that 
he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters; 9 Nor to build 
houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed: 10 But we have dwelt in tents, and 
have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11 But it came to pass, 
when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to 
Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at 
Jerusalem. 

12 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, 13 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to 
my words? saith the LORD. 

14 The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; 
for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken 
unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me. 15 I have sent also unto you all my 
servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil 
way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land 
which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me. 

16 Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which 
he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me: 
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17 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto 
them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 

18 And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done 
according unto all that he hath commanded you: 19 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever. 

Test past. Who tested them? God. Now God wanted to use them as an example. He looked all over the 
land ‘Let Me find a righteous family around here. But I better give him one last test’.  

There will come a time in your life that God has made it clear to you not to do something and He’ll tell 
somebody to come to you and say ‘Do it!’. There comes a time when God says to you ‘Deny yourself’. Don't 
raise your standard of living when God blesses you. And some other man of God will come through and say 
‘Feed yourself bless yourself’.  And some other man of God will come through and say ‘Ok what did I teach 
you originally? Where did I teach you about not raising yourself up. What did I teach you about not dressing 
yourself up, bringing attention to yourself’.   

Don't ever change that. God never changes His principles.  
Paul learned the secret of abounding and abasing:  

Philippians 4 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  

I'm not talking about money. I'm not talking about there being any benefit in giving up things. I'm talking 
about there being a benefit in worshipping God through putting down everything else but God. You must 
understand there is no benefit in giving up food and giving up sex or giving up money or giving up anything 
in its proper place. There's only benefit in worshipping God above all else and denying yourself everything 
so you can have Him. 

John 11 
11 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It 
was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was sick.) 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

I think that Jesus had a special relationship with this family. Now it's true that Jesus had a love for all 
mankind, but let's face it, He has favorites. Nobody likes to think of things like that but He had favorites. 
Not according to like it says, that God is not a respecter of person (Acts 10:34), that means He's not 
impressed wearing a big gold ring, He's not impressed if you have a big house or that you've got a pretty 
face or a wonderful personality. He's only impressed in one thing: the state and attitude of your heart.  

Remember here is a man, an Israelite in whom there is no guile, that impressed Jesus (John 1:47).  
David impressed Him, a man after God's heart (Acts 13:22).  
And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, 
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? (Job 1:8)  

Those are the things that always impress God in the Bible.  

There must have been something about Lazarus’ family that impressed Jesus, but we already have an 
example that He was impressed with Mary's devotion: 
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John 12 3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

But Lazarus must have had an incredible heart, he must have really impressed Jesus with his spiritual death 
and character, for him to be called by his own sisters ‘the one whom You love’ and in another place it says  
‘how much He loved him’ because Jesus is weeping. Lazarus was one of His best friends, he wasn't like one 
of the twelve, but he was one of His favorite missionaries, one of His favorite people that were supporting 
the ministry on the outside, somebody He liked to hang out with when He was in town. 

There is another thing in this verse, where they said ‘Behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick’.  They don’t say 
‘Lord, Lazarus is sick’.  Or ‘Lord, this guy is sick and remember how much You loved him’.  

John 11 
4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby. 

Jesus knows, through the spiritual realm, that Lazarus is not going to stay dead by this sickness.  

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he 
abode two days still in the same place where he was. 

Jesus had a special love for Martha, her sister and Lazarus. Because He loves more doesn't mean He loves 
others less. You have to understand God's love. God can love you with His whole heart and then the guy 
next to you He can have a special love for him, but it doesn't mean He loves you any less.  

Remember Joseph, his father gave him a coat of many colors, remember how jealous it made his brothers. 
Their father gave them good things too. But he desired to give a special blessing to Joseph. (Genesis 37:3) 

Remember the parable of the men that worked in the vineyard, the householder says ‘Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?’ (Matthew 20:15) 

How many of the disciples were in the inner circle? Three, John, James and Peter. He had three disciples 
that only got to do certain things that nobody else got to do. Those three were on the Mount of 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1). Those three and Andrew asked Jesus privately (Mark 13:3). Only those 
three were allowed to go in with Jesus when He raised Jairus’ daughter from the death (Luke 8:51). Jesus 
took those three with Him in the garden of Gethsemane to watch and pray (Mark 14:33).  

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he 
abode two days still in the same place where he was. Jesus didn’t go on the next plane to Bethany, no He 
stayed premeditatedly (met voorbedachten rade). Now that doesn't sound like a very loving thing to do if 
you have the power to heal somebody. God works in mysterious ways. God will withhold from us a blessing 
so that we can get a greater blessing later. God will withhold a small miracle so that He can do a greater 
miracle. God always does the thing that gives Him the most Glory because it's the best thing for His 
universe, for His Kingdom. God will premeditatedly not give you what you ask for immediately, so that He 
can give you more what you bargained for—later. Things that we have not heard or seen nor even 
imagined in our heart (1 Corinthians 2:9).  

7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 8 His disciples say unto him, Master, 
the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 
10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 

Verse 9-10 has different meanings. One of them is of course the mystical or spiritual meaning. ‘There's a 
time when I can walk and not be taken’.  ‘No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
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power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father’. 
(John 10:18) ‘I’m gonna walk in the day, this is the day time of My ministry, there will come a night. We’re 
gonna travel by day, when I get taken, it will be at night. So don’t worry.’ 

11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may 
awake him out of sleep. 

Jesus was giving them a glimpse of the way He sees things. He was giving them a glimpse of what true faith 
is. He was giving them a glimpse of what resurrection really is to God. It's no great faith, it isn't even a 
miracle. It's natural to God.  

12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto 
him. 16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with him. 

They don’t trust Jesus. They worship Him, they Hosanna Him, they say ‘Oh Lord’ they call Him ‘Master’, 
there was new teaching, they’re impressed, but they don’t trust Him. It's obvious from everybody's 
attitude including his own disciples that they didn’t trust Him.  

You can sing praise songs, 
you can raise people from the dead, 
you can do all kind of miracles, 
you can go to church until your face is blue, until the church is gorgeous, 
you can give all your money, 

… but if you don't trust God, your religion is like all these people, it's really funny, or it's either sad, it 
depends on the way you look at it. It's really is funny when Peter falls in the water and he tries to walk, it’s 
also very sad. Jesus didn't laugh, He said unto Peter ‘O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?’ 
(Matthew 14:31) Everybody’s attitude here is judgemental, criticial, untrusting, unbelieving, and they're all 
sounding so religious. It's a picture of you and me, it's a picture of Christians who trust God a little bit, who 
believe because something that God did for them a long time ago. 

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. 18 Now Bethany was nigh 
unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off: (= 3 KM or 2 Miles) 19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and 
Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. 20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. 21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

What's this ‘IF business’ with God?! ‘IF You had done this then my life wouldn’t be the way it was’ ‘IF You 
had killed Hitler in 1936 six million Jews wouldn’t have died’. That's what the whole world does with God, 
‘IF God is so good why does He allow this to happen?’ ‘Jesus if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died.’  

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.  

That is just a bunch of religious hotwash (nonsense) what she is saying. Does she really mean it? Does she 
believe or even think Jesus raising her brother from the dead? 

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

Jesus replies, ‘ok I’ll raise him from the dead’.  
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24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 

‘I’ve got my doctrine right, I stand under the right Teacher–You, I know all the theological points of God, I 
know that there will be a resurrection’. 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 

She says ‘Yes I believe it, You are the Christ, the Son of God, I believe in the Trinity, I believe in the Rapture, I 
believe in this and that and everything, I’ve got my doctrine down’. 

28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is 
come, and calleth for thee. 29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. 30 Now Jesus 
was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. 31 The Jews then which were 
with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, 
followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. 32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus 
was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died. 33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled. 

 

Jesus is disappointed, He is extremely hurt that though He's come with good news, telling them ‘Your 
brother's gonna rise again, I am the resurrection, all you've got to do is ask Me and I'm gonna heal this guy, 
I'm gonna raise him from the dead’ –they’re still weeping, they’re still crying, they don't see five inches in 
front of their nose—that’s the Lord of Light, the Creator of human bodies, He is right in front of them, and 
He's come on the earth in a human body to come and touch them from God from Heaven with 
resurrection, with healing, with new life, and He is very very bummed out.  

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 35 Jesus wept. 

Jesus wept. The shortest verse in the Bible. I believe is the shortest verse in the Bible because it's like a 
bullet. And Jesus He is weeping, He is heartbroken. 

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

They look at Him and say ‘Oh behold how He loved him!’ I wouldn't weep for somebody that I’m gonna 
raise from the dead in five seconds. Who's He weeping for? The people around them! It's Father's heart, 
He's come to bring good news, He's come to bring resurrection. They're still holding a funeral service, 
‘Don't you realize though I'm gonna raise him from the dead?’ He said it plainly in verse 23  ‘Jesus saith 
unto her, Thy brother shall rise again’. Your brother’s gonna rise again, rejoice!  

37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even 
this man should not have died? 
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Put some more salt in the wound…they keep blaming Him for something beautiful that God’s gonna allow 
to happen, He sees the end. They were just blaming Him, rubbing it in, ‘He saved others, could He not have 
saved Himself?’ Mark 15:31 They're doing the same thing they did with Him on the Cross right there, He's 
carrying His cross all the way through, to the grave of Lazarus. They're making fun of Him, they put the 
knife in and turning it, they're blaming Him, they're making Him sound like a bad friend, a poor steward, an 
uncaring person, when He is the most caring compassionate loving, planning to do a wonderful deed to 
Glorify His Father. And meanwhile they're putting blame and putting a false impression upon His deeds and 
motive. 

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 
39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this 
time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

Does that leave any doubts that Martha doesn't have any idea what He's planning to do? She has no 
concept, He says ‘Your brother's gonna rise again, show Me where you’ve laid him, remove the stone..’  
What does she need? Everything's been set up for a little incredible miracle and she's still talking about 
stink. They think He wants to see Lazarus one last time as He loved Lazarus so much. 

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but 
because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 

Jesus prays to His Father so that the people around Him may give God the Glory. 

 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

Leonard Ravenhill always said that the reason He said ‘Lazarus come forth’ otherwise everybody in the 
cemetery would have come forth.  

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about 
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

This is proof that there needs to be a second blessing, as New Life is not enough. You have to be unbound 
and let go too. Lazarus was alive but he was still all wrapped up in his stinking grave clothes. He couldn't 
eat, he couldn’t move, he would have died again.  

That's how come, so many new believers, they just rejoice and they forget to: 
unbind him from the world and  
unbind him from his sins and  
unbind him from the effects of a life lived to serve self.  

People come out of the grave of the old life all bound up like this. And this is a type of that.  
They need  
to be let go and  
unbound and  
unwrapped and  
washed off. 

45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 
46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 

Can you imagine having such a hard satanic heart? 
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47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth 
many miracles. 48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation. 

In other words if He keeps doing stuff like this, they're going to call him King and the Romans are going to 
get all upset because people are going to make Him King. Which they do in another chapter: ‘And the 
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.’ Matthew 21:9 

49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know 
nothing at all, 50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation perish not. 51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he 
prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should 
gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 53 Then from that day forth they 
took counsel together for to put him to death. 

So one resurrection produced one death plot. 

54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the 
wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples. 55 And the Jews' passover was 
nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves. 
56 Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, 
that he will not come to the feast? 57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him. 

Jesus is interested in one thing: Giving His Father Glory. Everybody else is interested in blaming Him for 
the death of His friend, grieving His Holy heart. And this created of course the beginning of the end for 
Him. The Jews began their horrible plots because of this. 

John 12 
9Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but 
that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests consulted that 
they might put Lazarus also to death; 11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and 
believed on Jesus. 

_____________________ 
 
 

 


